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the unanimous support of the people. He argued that there was time
enough to decide, after the Government published their report on
constitutional reforms, whether the Congress-League scheme should
be modified or not. Another step was the insertion of a time-limit
in the resolution on swaraj, for which Tilak had tried in vain at the
Lucknow Congress.
After recording the grief of the nation at the death of Dadabhai
Naoroji and India's loyalty to the throne and welcome to Montagu,
the Congress proceeded to ask for the release of the internees. Tilak
moved the resolution on the release of the Ali brothers and Azad.
The Congress policy of abstention with regard to socio-religious
questions was modified this year. The Congress adopted a definite
resolution urging upon the people of India the necessity, justice
and righteousness of removing all disabilities imposed by custom
upon the Scheduled Castes.
The Muslim League session was held at Calcutta simultaneously
with the Congress. In his presidential address, the Raja of Maha-
mudabad said: "The interests of the country are paramount We need
not tarry to argue whether we are Muslims first or Indians. The fact
is that we are both, and to us the question of precedence has no mean*
ing. The League has inculcated in the Muslims a spirit of sacrifice for
this country as much for their religion."